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COVER STORY

Obama e[WendV reach be\ond IllinoiV race
By Debbie Howlett, USA TODAY

CHICAGO — The disparity between the two campaigns for the U.S. Senate here in Illinois 
is as clear as the difference in the candidates' dinner plans one recent weekend.

Barack Obama hobnobbed ZiWh comic Robin WilliamV and mXVician SWeYie Wonder aW Whe
home of Pla\bo\ CEO ChriVWie Hefner dXring a $2,500-a-plaWe fXndraiVer caWered b\
Wolfgang PXck.

Alan Ke\eV craVhed Whe NeZ Trier ToZnVhip RepXblican dinner afWer organi]erV refXVed Wo
inYiWe him Wo Vpeak.

ThiV coXld haYe been a meaningfXl race. IW'V Whe ÀrVW Wime WZo African-AmericanV haYe
faced off for Whe SenaWe; Whe Zinner Zill be onl\ Whe Whird Wo VerYe Vince 1881. InVWead, iW'V
Vo one-Vided WhaW Obama iV Vpending Vome of hiV Wime campaigning for colleagXeV oXW of
VWaWe.

The half Ken\an, half KanVan Obama ZaV anoinWed aV a fXWXre DemocraWic VWar, eYen a
poVVible preVidenW, b\ Whe media afWer hiV Vpeech aW Whe DemocraWic NaWional
ConYenWion in JXl\. (RelaWed sWor\: Ken\an Yillage rallieV for faYoriWe U.S. Von) Since
When, he haV become a force in Whe parW\, raiVing more Whan $14 million, Zhich ZoXld be an
impreVViYe VXm for an incXmbenW, mXch leVV a VWaWe legiVlaWor in hiV ÀrVW rXn for Whe SenaWe.
HiV lead in Whe pollV iV e\e-popping: 68% Wo 17%, according Wo Whe Chicago TribXne laVW
monWh.

All of WhaW haV alloZed Obama Wo diVmiVV Ke\eV ³ a former long VhoW RepXblican
preVidenWial candidaWe from Mar\land Zho ZaV lXred inWo Whe race b\ deVperaWe
RepXblicanV WZo monWhV ago ³ ZiWh a pioXV one-liner in hiV VWandard VWXmp Vpeech. "We
are noW rXnning againVW Vomebod\," Obama Wold Whe RoWar\ ClXb here recenWl\. "We are
rXnning for VomeWhing."

ThaW VomeWhing appearV Wo be more Whan jXVW a SenaWe VeaW.

In the 11 weeks since he delivered the keynote in Boston, Obama has traveled to at least 14 
states to raise money and appear with fellow Democrats in close races. He has made 
appearances from Martha's Vineyard to the Sixteenth
Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Ala., campaigning for a Democratic majority in 
Congress.

He has raised $1.2 million for the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee and other 
Senate candidates. He has donated $225,000 from his own campaign cash to the committee 
and to state Democratic parties in Alaska, Colorado, Florida, Oklahoma, South Dakota and
Wisconsin, where Democrats are in close Senate races. On Friday, he will be in Los Angeles 
for a Senate fundraiser that is expected to net $1 million for the national party. The next 
day, he will visit Colorado to stump for John Kerry and Senate candidate Ken Salazar.



"He's a player," says Rep. Elijah Cummings, D-Md., chairman of the Congressional Black 
Caucus. "He's a national figure. ... People don't want to 'be like Mike' anymore. They want to 
be like Barack."

WiWh RepXblicanV holding a WenXoXV 51-48 majoriW\ in Whe SenaWe, eYen a gain of one VeaW 
b\ Whe DemocraWV Zill change Whe poliWical d\namic. Obama and Ke\eV are Y\ing for a VeaW 
lefW YacanW Zhen RepXblican Sen. PeWer FiW]gerald opWed Wo reWire afWer one Werm. "I'Ye 
VerYed in Whe minoriW\, and I'Ye VerYed in Whe majoriW\," Obama Va\V. "IW'V a loW more fXn Wo 
VerYe in Whe majoriW\."

'TZo ships passing in Whe nighW'

When Obama iV in IllinoiV, aV he iV moVW of Whe Wime, he focXVeV on reaching oXW Wo 
moderaWe YoWerV in Whe VXbXrbV and conVerYaWiYe YoWerV doZnVWaWe, Zhere WoZnV like Cairo 
are cloVer Wo LiWWle Rock Whan Chicago. He WalkV aboXW Whe econom\ and foreign polic\. He 
rarel\ menWionV Ke\eV, ZhoVe emphaViV haV been on Vocial iVVXeV VXch aV aborWion and ga\ 
righWV.

"Mr. Ke\eV' campaign and m\ campaign Veem Wo be WZo VhipV paVVing in Whe nighW," Obama 
Va\V beWZeen campaign VWopV.

Ke\eV haV ofWen been hiV oZn ZorVW enem\. HiV YiWriol haV WXrned off mXch of Whe elecWoraWe 
and caXVed IllinoiV' GOP leaderVhip Wo VhXn him. SWaWe TreaVXrer JXd\ Baar Topinka, Whe 
parW\
chairZoman, declined Wo Walk aboXW Whe race.

Ke\eV haV eYen diVappoinWed Whe parW\'V conVerYaWiYe Zing, Zhich lXred him here afWer 
RepXblican nominee Jack R\an dropped oXW of Whe race amid a Ve[ Vcandal. "Man\ of XV 
ZoXld haYe preferred WhaW he focXV on economic iVVXeV," Rockford VWaWe Sen. DaYe 
S\YerVon Va\V.

MXch of Whe focXV haV been on Ke\eV' VXlfXric criWiciVm of Obama for VXpporWing aborWion 
righWV³eYen Va\ing aW one poinW WhaW JeVXV ZoXldn'W YoWe for Obama.

"ThaW'V noW a diVWracWion from Whe iVVXeV," Ke\eV Va\V. "IW'V a fXndamenWal iVVXe of 
principle. ... The Whing WhaW'V Vo differenW beWZeen him and me iV he doeVn'W Vee WheVe aV 
deep, fXndamenWal iVVXeV of principle." Ke\eV haV VWrXggled Wo Zin oYer African-American 
YoWerV. In Chicago, WZo VeparaWe pollV VhoZ him ZiWh Vingle-digiW VXpporW among African-
AmericanV. He ZaV eYen booed Zhen he marched in Whe parade for BXd Billikin Da\, an 
annXal African-American feVWiYal.

Obama, on Whe oWher hand, haV Waken on a VWaWXre eqXal Wo, if noW greaWer Whan, Whe longWime 
ciYil righWV leader JeVVe JackVon, ZhoVe RainboZ/PUSH organi]aWion iV headqXarWered here.

"We're past the point of having one great black hope," says Laura Washington, a DePaul 
University sociology professor and columnist for the Chicago Sun-Times. She says Obama 
is more acceptable to the public than Jackson because he is a Harvard-educated lawyer and 
elected official. His immigrant story, with a father from Kenya and a white mother from 
Kansas, is appealing.
"Being biracial helps increase the comfort level," she says.

Living up to his billing

On the campaign trail, Obama likes to roll into his remarks with a humble preface, saying 
that 18 months ago he was unknown. "People said, 'This guy has no cash, no organization, 
and nobody can say his name,' " he recalls.



For the most part, that was true.

Obama ZaV one of VeYen candidaWeV Y\ing for Whe DemocraWic nominaWion. OWherV Zere 
richer or backed b\ DemocraWic organi]aWionV in Chicago. AW one poinW, pollV VhoZed him 
rXnning foXrWh. BXW Zhen Whe diYorce recordV of Blair HXll, a ZealWh\, reWired commodiWieV 
Wrader, Zere made
pXblic da\V before Whe elecWion, Whe accXVaWionV of VpoXVal abXVe and cocaine XVe knocked 
him from Whe lead. Obama VWepped inWo Whe breach, Zinning ZiWh 53% of Whe YoWe.

Three monWhV laWer, Whe XnVealing of diYorce recordV alVo Xndid R\an, Whe GOP nominee, 
Zho ZaV Wrailing in Whe pollV b\ 20 poinWV. Then Kerr\ Wapped Obama Wo giYe Whe 
conYenWion'V ke\noWe
Vpeech.

"No doXbW Ze'Ye e[perienced Vome VerendipiW\ Whe laVW VeYeral monWhV. Some call iW lXck," 
Obama Va\V. "I jXVW geW on m\ kneeV eYer\ nighW and aVk God Wo make me ZorWh\ of all 
WheVe bleVVingV."

Obama hedgeV hiV ZordV Zhen Walking aboXW Whe fXWXre. WiWh a repXWaWion aV VomeWhing of 
a polic\ Zonk aW Whe VWaWe CapiWol in SpringÀeld, he Va\V he'V eager Wo diYe inWo Whe dail\ 
grind aV one of 100 memberV of ZhaW Vome call Whe Zorld'V moVW e[clXViYe clXb.

DaYid A[elrod, a DemocraWic conVXlWanW and one of Obama'V Wop adYiVerV, Va\V WhaW'V ZhaW 
he Zill need Wo do, in mXch Whe Vame Za\ NeZ York Sen. Hillar\ Rodham ClinWon did 
afWer moYing from Whe WhiWe HoXVe Wo Whe SenaWe. "He haV had a loW of ÁaWWering adYance 
billing," A[elrod Va\V. "All of WhaW iV meaningleVV XnleVV he deliYerV."




